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_________________________________________________________________________________
“And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.” Philippians 1:9-10
Paul’s words to the Philippians are especially resonant for us as we continue to build our ministry together and
seek to discern a future that allows us to use wisely the various gifts God has bestowed upon us. It’s worth noting
that those gifts are plenteous. As the gathered Body of Christ at Church of Our Father we take seriously the gift of
discipleship and seek continually to live into not only the various individual calls we each embody but also to live into
the call we share as a congregation. As your new priest I have been heartened to learn how that has been manifest over
the years, from local initiatives within the community to support of missions throughout the world, and I am excited to
continue with you in this common mission we share as brothers and sisters in Christ.
I am especially excited to share with you in strengthening our relationship with other MDI Episcopalians.
Our participation in the MDI Episcopal Partnership marks a new effort to join in further building the Body of Christ
and participating with other people of faith as we seek to serve Christ in all persons. Thus far, that has manifest in a
sharing of resources that has allowed us to begin to more fully acquaint ourselves with one another—both clergy and
laity. The partnership began between us, St. Saviour, and St. Andrew/St. John. More recently, the Parish of St. Mary
has accepted my invitation to join with us and the other partner parishes here at Church of Our Father when we will
host the first of the joint worship services we will enjoy together each fifth Sunday. In a show of support and in
acknowledgement of our common ministry together, the Reverend Canon Michael Ambler will be us as well to offer
a blessing upon this very unique endeavor in which we all unite.
As our participation in the partnership represents a new chapter in the life of the parish, I believe that it is
important for us to be intentional in how we work together in building this ministry and in discerning a future
together. To help foster that conversation I am calling a parish meeting to be held on October 22, following the
10am Eucharist. This will be an opportunity for all voices to be heard. As Paul tells us in his Letter to the Romans,
“We who are many are one body.” As such, it is imperative that we all contribute in discerning the future to which
we are being called. Many of you have spoken to me concerning your feelings of distrust and disempowerment in
coming to the point at which we now stand. Moving forward, I want all to be included in the larger conversation
about the future of Church of Our Father and its involvement in the Parish Partnership.
In preparation for the parish meeting to be held on October 22 (the first of what I plan to be a regular occurrence)
I invite you to consider the following questions:
What is your idea of a hopeful future at Church of Our Father?
What obstacles do you anticipate to that envisioned future? Personal? Financial? Organizational?
What intermediate goals might we set as we plan for the next year?
How might you participate more fully in building that hopeful future?
These questions are meant simply as a starting point. As with all good questions toward
discernment, there are no definitive answers. More likely, these questions will lead to further
questions and then perhaps still even more refined questions. The point is that we use them to
begin the conversation together and seek together to discern where God is leading us.
In the weeks leading up to our meeting I encourage you to come to me or other parish
leadership if you would like to discuss your hopes or concerns privately. Your ideas in this
matter are most important to me and I pray that I may be a faithful steward of God’s church.
Faithfully,
John+
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Parish Life…………………………………

Senior Warden Report
October 2017
We are now starting our third month with Fr. John Alison as our Priest in Charge.
We have been blessed with the prescribed rotation of Mother Kathleen from St. Johns/St.
Andrews and Fr. Tim from St. Saviour’s.
I find the sermons from these priests and The Rev Mary Carol to be educational,
excit ing and challenging , during my walk with Christ. The bulk of the comments I have
received are in favor of this partnership.
Moving forward, your wardens and treasurer are continuing meeting with our
counterparts in the other parishes looking to build on what has started as a beneficial partnership on this
island. Our future is dependent on the participation from this congregation as well as those of the other
Mount Desert Island Parishes.
Start thinking about whether you would consider filling a position on the vestry next year or any of
the committees that keep us doing God’s work in the community, local and worldwide. We will be starting the
annual pledge drive shortly, consider all the ways you can contribute to our community, both inside and
outside our doors.
Planting the side garden is scheduled to start Thursday, September, 28 thanks to a generous,
anonymous donor and other contributors.
Repairs to the chimney are being scheduled to start as soon as possible, being the temporary fix is
failing, as we thought it would.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Bullard,
Senior Warden

Thank you to all
who contributed
and participated
in our new
garden area!

Contact Info:
The Rev John Allison
E-mail is: fr.jallison@gmail.com,
Cell#: 207-669-2033
If you need
Sr. Warden Mike Bullard,
Call: 207-266-5913

Fr. John’s Office Hours are:
 Tuesday, 11 am-2pm
 Wednesday, 9 am—Noon
 Thursday, Noon-2 pm
(out of office every third Thursday for
ministry meetings)
 Friday, Noon-2 pm

or
Jr. Warden Tony Sousa,
Call: 207-812-0910
Best way to reach Lena, is via e-mail
ShalomCOOF@gmail.com
Or text or call: 207-469-8872
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AND by Appointment
Call 207-669-2033
E-mail : fr.jallison@gmail.com
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Junior Warden’s Corner
October 2017
The month of September was a busy month for your Junior Warden, the Buildings
and Grounds Committee and the Rectory Committee. Work at the Rectory was
completed and the Rectory was rented for a period of one year. A big “Thank you” to all
the workers who helped on various projects. There was a “Stop By” Open House on
Sunday, September 24th for all to take a look.
Eight interested rental parties visited the Rectory. After careful review,
Sean and Jennifer Dyer, a wonderful couple, and their three young children, Owen 8,
Miranda 5, and Cora 2, were selected as our tenants starting October 1, 2017.
Under the guidance of Sue Olson and Janet Meryweather, a contract was entered into with Surry
Gardens to replace the shrubbery next to the Parish Hall parking area. Thank you to the anonymous
donors who are funding this project.
The repairs to the Church chimney have also been contracted with L.E. Norwood Masonry of
Town Hill. They are scheduled for this fall. We are still short of funds to complete this project.
On Wednesday evening, October 18th at 7:00 p.m., the “Hopeful Gospel Trio” will
hold a fundraiser for the chimney repair at the Church. They are Fred Benson, Jim
Vekasi, and Dave Dawson. Many of us heard them perform before the 10:00 a.m. service
on Sunday in September. PLEASE JOIN US that evening to be entertained and support
the cause.
Finally, later this Fall, we will organize the “Holy Order of Rakers and Cleaners” at the Church and
Rectory to rake leaves, clean windows, etc. as we prepare the buildings and grounds for winter.
Blessings!
Tony Sousa
The Men’s Group
At the September meeting of the Men’s Group, thirty-one men participated in an evening of
dinner by Steve Biggers and a sobering talk by Fred Benson about the North Korean past history
and the impossible options our country faces.
Thank you Steve for a wonderful meal and thank you Fred for the very informative and timely
presentation and conversation.
Our next meeting is Monday, October 16th at 6:00 p.m. with Steve Biggers providing dinner and
Dave Dawson making the presentation. As in the past, we have invited Men from the other Episcopal
Churches on the island to join us and we shall continue to do so.
Hope to see you all.
~ Tony Sousa
The “Holy Order of Rakers and Cleaners”
will meet on October 28th from 9:00 am to noon
to prepare the grounds, windows, etc.,
for the ravishes of winter.
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Please join the party as many hands are needed.
A light lunch will be served at noon.
Tony Sousa, Junior Warden
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“Waste Not, Want Not Thrift Shop”
will close October 28, 2017
Come Buy and BUY…






Linens,
Bedding
CDs
Books
Jewelry and ...glassware

Westside Food Pantry Recital Series
at St. John, 315 Main Street, Southwest Harbor
Saturday, October 7 at 6:30
The Kelley Farm band composed of Rick Barter,
Amy Kurman and Beth Herrick on vocals and
ukuleles, Jim Vekasi on vocals and octave mandolin and
Tom Karnofsky on bass perform for our
food pantry. Their music will feature multi-part harmonies,
and string improvisation on American folk, jazz and
4
popular songs. Suggested donation-$10-ALL proceeds go to our food pantry.
Contact-Susan Buell- 244-8061

No electronics
We welcome helpers throughout the spring
and summer.
Call Gail Leland at 288-3674 with questions.
Many thanks for your support of this
ministry at Church of Our Father.
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Missions
Mary Chowenhill Summary
( for full articles w/ pictures, see church bulletin board)
As many of you know I am assigned to the Business Department at UCU and teach both Economics and
Entrepreneurship. This last term I got to be part of two field trips for the students. The first was to the
Agricultural Fair in Jinja where our students got to see first hand some of the entrepreneurial endeavors
that are out there to choose from.
The students are often looking at Agriculture as the source of their future income, so these field trips
open their eyes to the possibilities.
Silver fish packed for shipping
New opportunities for ministry.
In the month of July I got to experience the entrance and consecration of the bishop of Lango Diocese
and to work with a ministry nearby which is in a remote area despite being only 40 kilometers from
where I stay. . During the consecration the preacher called for people to come and dedicate their lives.
More than a 1000 from the crowd of 10,000 came forward.
SLEM: Spirit Led Education Ministry.
The purpose is to help children in this remote area to achieve in school. There is an after school program
and they also partner with local schools to provide materials and scholarships for needy children as well
as training for teachers. The ministry plans to have a medical mission in February and I am hoping to be
there helping coordinate meals. Pray that all that is needed falls into place.
Please keep Mary in your prayers as she ministers in Uganda.

Our own Betty Tiedemann performed a
fundraising concert,
"BETTY TIEDEMANN, Just one More
Time" benefitting the Bagaduce Lending
Library in Blue Hill on Friday evening,
September 29th. The program was
nostalgic, composed of old favorites such as
"Without a Song", "If I Loved you" and
"Send in the Clowns", sharing memories,
lots of LOVE and there she was, just one
more time! There were many folks
attending from Church of Our
Father and she blew us away!
Congratulations Betty!
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October 2017
Sunday
October 1
17th Sunday of
Pentecost
Holy Eucharist

Monday
2

Tuesday
3

8am Rite I
& 10 am
Rite II
8
18th Sunday of
Pentecost
Priest Rotation

Wednesday
4
8 am Holy
Eucharist &
Breakfast

Thursday
5

Friday
6

Saturday
7

Taizé Service
at 4 pm
_________

6:30 pm
Westside Food
Pantry Recital

Noon
Hospice Volunteers
Meeting
9

10

11
8 am
Holy Eucharist &
Breakfast

12

13

14

16

17

18
8 am Holy
Eucharist &
Breakfast

19

20

21

8 am & 10 am
Holy Eucharist Rite
II
15
19th Sunday of
Pentecost
8 & 10 am
Holy Eucharist
Rite II

Men’s Group
Dinner
6 pm

7 pm
Fundraiser for
Church Chimney
Restoration
Music by
“The Hopeful
Gospel Trio”

Vestry Meeting
after 10 am
service

22
20th Sunday
after Pentecost
8 am & 10 am
Holy Eucharist
Rite II
Congregational
mtg after 10 am
service

23
E-mail Lena
November
Labors of
Love
Positions

24

25
8 am Holy
Eucharist &
Breakfast

26

27
Newsletter
info due in to
office for
November

28
Last Day open
“Waste Not
Want Not”

29
21st Sunday
after Pentecost

30

31

Nov 1
8 am Holy
Eucharist &
Breakfast

2

3

4

1 service today
Partnership
Joint Worship
Service @ COOF
10 am
Holy Eucharist
Rite II

Noon
Hospice Volunteers
Meeting

1October ~ Pentecost 17 ~
World Habitat Day
For the congregation of Trinity, Portland ,
St. Nicholas’, Scarborough
For those who suffer persecution, oppression and
denial of human rights

Intercessory Prayer for our Friends, Family, Military,
Prison Ministry, Diocese & Missionaries:
Stacey Austin, Kate Berry, Donna Cardillo, Cindy, Margaret
Delehanty, Roger Evans, Carl Hatch, Christina Heiniger, Ursula
Heiniger, Helen, Marilyn Kitler, Cameron Knable, Kim and Jean
Lasater, Gary Lyons, Andy Mays, Janet Meryweather, Ronald
Olson, James Salisbury, Mel Shaw, Tony Smoker, Bob Theriault,
Lloyd Woods, Anne Zaslau and the Ministry of Hospice and the
Bar Harbor Food Pantry.

8 October ~ Pentecost 18
For the congregations of St. George, Sanford
Trinity, Saco . For the victims of war.

Our Military
Pray for those who serve in the armed forces, of the USA

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

15October ~Pentecost 19
For all who are preparing
for, and will attend the 198th Annual
Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Maine.
For the Standing Committee, Diocesan
Council and other decision making bodies of
our Diocese.
22 October ~ Pentecost 20
For the Sustainable Development Goals of
The Episcopal Church and United Nations.
For our Ecumenical Partners and the Maine
Council of Churches.
For all who are participating in the 198th
Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of
Maine on October 28th
29 October ~ Pentecost 21
For the democratic process and the right to vote.
For Civil Discourse during a time of election.
For our sisters and brothers in common
mission in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
In America on the 500th anniversary of
Reformation Sunday.

Prison Ministry
Pray for peace in our prisons.
Chuck & Beth Bradshaw
The Bradshaws give thanks for your faithful prayers to make the
transition back into life & culture at home. God has been so good
to us!
We give thanks for meaningful work & a lovely home
in Hancock.
The Lacys
Once more we are so thankful for your partnership with us as we
live and work among the Miao people. Your prayers and support
make it possible for us to be here. Please pray that God will give
us strength, wisdom, and good health, and for His anointing on us
to minister in His name.
Love in Christ, Dorothy and Paul

ANNIVERSARIES

10/7 Mike & Tricia Blythe
10/17 The Rev’s John Allison & Kathleen Killian
10/18 Carroll & Gail Leland
10/20 Jack & The Rev. Sue Cole
Please remember with a Call, Card or Visit:
 Valeria Chiri—is now stateside…
 Beth Kidder 509 Norway Drive, Bar Harbor, ME 04069
 William Kitler 276 Knox Rd., Bar Harbor, ME 04609
 Kay Sawyer Courtland Nursing Home, 42 Bucksport Rd.
Ellsworth, ME 04605
 David & Sandra Lefever 445 North State Street
Ephrata, PA 17522 dlefeverinmaine@gmail.com
 Aggie Sawyer c/o McConnell 606A Sawmill Creek Rd
Sitka, AK 99935
 Edith Wells 310 Oak Breeze Lane Oakland, MD 21550

Birthdays
10/3 Mary McEnroe
10/9 Wendy Copson-Higgins
10/11 Gail Leland
10/15 Jean Evans
10/15 Pat Keller
10/17 The Rev. David Mills
10/25 Audrey Mills
10/28 Gail Reeves

Church of Our Father
Holy Eucharist: Sunday 8 and 10 am
Wednesday 8 am
(followed by light breakfast)
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