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Grace 
Most of my Mondays are spent cleaning and trying to reduce the amount of ‘stuff’ 
Jack and I will have to move.  I was going through some old papers of mine and 
found this quote from Isaiah 55 concerning Grace.  Grace is something that is so  
often forgotten and so needed for us and for others. 
 
Isaiah 55: An Invitation to Grace 
All you who are thirsty come to the water. 
You who have no money, come, receive grain and eat; 
Come, without paying and without cost, drink wine and milk! 
 
Why spend your money for what is not bread; your wages for what fails to satisfy? 
Heed me, and you shall eat well, you shall delight in rich fare. 
Come to me heedfully; listen, that you may have life. 
I will renew you with the everlasting covenant, the benefits assured to David. 
 
As I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of nations, 
So shall you summon a nation you knew not, 
And nations that knew you not shall run to you, because of the Lord, your God, the Holy 
One of Israel, who has glorified you. 
 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call him while he is near.  
Let the scoundrel forsake his way, and the wicked one his thoughts; 
Let him turn to the Lord for mercy; to our God, who is generous in forgiving. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
 
As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways and 
my thoughts above your thoughts. 
For just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return till  
they have watered the earth, making it fertile, fruitful, giving seed to him who sows  and 
bread to him who eats. 
So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; 
It shall not return to me empty, but shall do my will. 
Achieving the end for which I sent it. 
Yes, in joy you shall depart, in peace you shall be brought back;  
Mountains and hills shall break out in song before you, all the trees of the  
countryside shall clap their hands. 
In place of the thorn bush, the cypress shall grow, instead of nettles, the myrtle. 
This shall be to the Lord’s renown, and everlasting imperishable sign. 
 
Grace and peace to you my friends, 
Mother Sue + 
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“SOUNDINGS II” 
 

 

  

 

Parish Life…………………………………Parish Life…………………………………  

 
 
 

Lent and Easter- 
 

The night before Ash Wednesday is known as Shrove Tuesday and we will have a pancake dinner 
starting at 5:30 pm on February 28. 

 
We begin the season of Lent with the Ash Wednesday Liturgy.  
There will be two services on Wednesday, March 1 at 8 am and 7 pm. 
 
Each Wednesday evening in Lent (with the exception of 3/22*) there will be a service  
of Stations of The Cross at 5:30 pm in the nave, and a soup and bread supper to follow. 
 
*The exception to the suppers is that we will NOT have one on the 22nd of March, rather it will be on 
the 21st in conjunction with the MDI Episcopal parishes Lenten suppers.  
 
There will also be a study on Wednesday mornings at 10am. This is a 5 week program based on a 
book by Max Lucado, “He Chose the Nails”. The study we did in  
December was from his book, “Because of Bethlehem” and was well received. S 
 
The decision to move the time back to 10am has to do with conflicts we encountered with the  
Hospice group who uses the same space at noon on the first Wednesday of each month. 
 
For Holy Week: 
I will be requesting volunteers to read a part(s) on Palm Sunday (April 9) as the Gospel  
reading is in the narrative form.  
Church of Our Father will be hosting the service for Maundy Thursday (April 13) at 5:30pm.  
St. Mary will host the Good Friday (April 14) service  
St. John’s will hold the Easter Vigil (April 15) for our Island churches. 
Church of Our Father will have one service at 9am on Easter Sunday, April 16. 
 

Coming up in March/April: 
5 week Study program based on a book by Max Lucado titled,  
“He Chose the Nails”.  
 
Please sign up so we can order the correct number of books  
 
Wednesday Mornings at 10 am   
March 8 
March 15 
March 22 
March 29 
April 5 
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A Memo from the Bradshaws 
Growing through Outreach and Missions 
  

“For 25 years I was fearful of mission trips.  Then I went on 
one and learned how important mission is in God’s eternal 
plan.  Matthew 28:19-20 says “Therefore go and make  
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the  
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And 
surely I am with you, to the very end of the age.”  (Beth 
Bradshaw) 
  

Come and join us: 
On Saturday, February 25, 4-7 pm 

 From  4-6 pm  
 Sharing about the Bradshaws’ last 6 months in 
Mityana and plans for the future,  
 A Q&A Session and... 

 From 6-7 pm  
 A meal of soup, salad, and dessert. 
 
A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. 

 
 
From Our Senior Warden 
 
Pat Keller opened our annual meeting with a well needed prayer for love and cooperation as we move into a 
new church year. Jim gave a much-needed discussion about our need for pledges and the direction of our 
budget. We elected new vestry members and delegates to convention, however we are still in need of a Junior 
Warden to the Vestry. Few comments or questions came from the congregation during the meeting. 
 
At our January Vestry meeting, Jim brought up restarting a weekly prayer meeting, possibly Saturday    
mornings. We set March 5th as the date for a potluck, congregational gathering for people to bring their  
questions to the vestry. A discussion was started on ways to live within the budget accepted by the             
congregation at the annual meeting. Grace Dwyer brought up the need for Church of Our Father to acquire 
and be trained to use an AED (defibrillator), in light of our distance from prompt emergency assistance and 
our aging population. 
 
Save March 5th for a special luncheon provided by your Vestry. We will meet in the Parish Hall after the 
10:00 o’clock service, where your Vestry will answer any questions from the floor. We are praying for a 
friendly, open discussion on a variety of subjects regarding our future at Church of Our Father.  
 
We said goodbye to a saint last week in a beautiful service for Carolyn Johnston. May she rest in peace with 
Jesus.  
 
Respectfully submitted  
Mike Bullard, Senior Warden 
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  1   
8 am Holy 
Eucharist & 
Breakfast 
Noon  
Hospice Volunteers 
Meeting 
12:30p Admin 
luncheon Ellsworth 
Lutheran Church 
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4:30 pm 
John Allison’s 
Ordination St 
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(10 am 
Commissioning of 
Vestry/Blessing/
Pledges) 
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20 
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Labors of 
Love 
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Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 
4 pm  
Andrew White 
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St David’s Kennebec 
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5:30 
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Supper 
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10 am Lenten 
Study 
 
7 pm Service 
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Intercessory Prayer for our Friends, Family, 
Military, Prison Ministry, Diocese &  
Missionaries: 
Cindy, Stacey Austin, Kate Berry, Karen Brown,  
Barbara, Rose Calafiore, Dona Cardillo, Isabel  
Cordova, Margaret Delehanty, Kristi Dunn, Ginny & 
Buddy Eaton, Laurie Fineman, Mary-Carol Griffin, 
Christina Heiniger, HelenIsabelle, George Kidder, 
Cameron Knable, Bill Krenicki, Kim & Jean Lasater, 
Yvonne Lavant, Diane Lefever, Katie Leighton, 
Lorraine Leland, Lisa, Gary Lyons,  Joseph  
Manghan, Peter Mills, Carly Murphy,  
Fannie Scott -Henderson, Claire Shaw,   
Nicholas Shuck, Sara, Shawn Smoker, Carolyn Sovet, 
Terry Stanley, Bob Theriault, Tom Tukey, Jon 
Turner, Father Bob Raymond, Sharon Walker,  
Craig Wells, Darlene Wells, Roger Evans, Frank 
Gray, the family of Carolyn Johnston and the  
ministry of Hospice and the Bar Harbor Food Pantry.  
 
Our Military: Pray for those who serve in the 
armed forces, especially the Coast Guard and for 
Captain Miles T. Hauritz-deployed to the Middle 
East. Also, Samuel Barnes-Army Infantry deployed 
to Afghanistan through July 2017. 

   
February Anniversaries February Anniversaries February Anniversaries    

2/09    
Chuck & Deb Scott-
Henderson 
2/14  
Frank & Ada Gray 

FebruaryFebruaryFebruary   BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays 
2/01 Nancy Salisbury 
2/08 Hayley & Maya McCabe 
2/10 Breaux (Isaac ) Higgins 
2/12 David Hawkes 
2/14 Aggie Sawyer 
2/19 Steve Biggers 
2/23 Ken Linscott 
2/24 Kaveh Haghkerdar 
2/25 Valerie Adrienne Chiri 
2/27 Robert Keller 
2/29 Mary Leland-Hopkins 

 

Please remember with a Call, Card or Visit: 
Valeria Chiri Grimaldo Del Solar 350, Apt. 307,  
Miraflores –L 18, Lima, Peru, South America  
Beth Kidder 509 Norway Drive, Bar Harbor, ME 04069 
William Kitler 276 Knox Rd., Bar Harbor, ME  04609 
Kay Sawyer Courtland Nursing Home, 42 Bucksport Rd. Ellsworth, ME 04605  
David & Sandra Lefever 445 North State Street Ephrata, PA 17522  dlefeverinmaine@gmail.com 
Aggie Sawyer c/o McConnell 606A Sawmill Creek Rd Sitka, AK 99935 
Edith Wells 310 Oak Breeze Lane Oakland, MD 21550 
 
 

~ Diocesan Cycle of Prayer ~ 
5 February ~  Epiphany 5 
For the Congregations of  St. John’s, Brownville Junction St. Augustine’s, Dover-Foxcroft. For the sick and those who 

care for them.  

  
12 February ~ Epiphany 6 ~ Racial Justice Sunday For the Congregations of  St. Paul’s, Brunswick  St. Alban’s,  

Cape Elizabeth For justice and peace in the world.   

 
19 February ~ Epiphany 7  The congregations of  St. Anne’s, Calais  Trinity, Castine  For the unemployed and  

underemployed.   

   
26 February ~ Last Epiphany  The congregations of  St. Thomas’, Camden  St. Brendan, Deer Isle  For the families of 

clergy in the Episcopal Diocese of Maine.  
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Prayerfulness          Annual Meeting 1/15/17  from Parishioner—Pat Keller 
 

I’ve been told recently that I have a different way of looking at things. I hope it is not really so different than 

most of you, but I would like to take a few minutes to ask the Holy Spirit to set the tone for our  

meeting today.  

This is Church of OUR FATHER. Not my church, not your church, but God’s church. As we meet today,  

we are searching for His will for this place, not our personal agendas. If we pray, if we ask Him, He will  

answer and show us what to do. This is a business meeting, but not a worldly business meeting, it is God’s 

business.  

Proverbs 19:21 tells us:  Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails. 

Some people are anxious: Why is Mother Sue leaving, and who is going to be our priest? Unless we dip into 

our investments, we can only afford a part time priest, is that what we really need? Our members are getting 

older, and we don’t seem to have any young people/families joining us, so how will we be able to meet our 

budget?  Matthew 6:33 tells us:  Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well. And Philippians 4:6 says:  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

I believe that if we approach God in prayer, repenting of our sins against one another and against Him,  

seeking His will for this place, that He will provide for us. Do you remember three years ago, when we needed 

to do so much work on the Rectory, but didn’t really have the money to do it? The Vestry felt that the Lord 

was calling us to get the work done, so we would have a safe and comfortable house for our new priest to live 

in. We voted that we would take money from our investments, if necessary, to get the work done. But God had 

other plans! He provided bequests from Ron Morhart, Fr. Doug Norwood, Bernie Staples and Ruth Hodgson 

so we were able to get all that work done, along with replacing the garage! Praise God! He also sent  

Mother Sue to us, after a year and a half of praying the Discernment Prayer.  

What makes us think He won’t provide for us now??       
 
Let’s read Psalm 51 together, slowly and prayerfully:  

 
Psalm 51  (NIV) 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your  
unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions. 
2 Wash away all my iniquity 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is always before me. 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done 
what is evil in your sight; 
   so you are right in your verdict and justified  
when you judge. 
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 
    sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 
    you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you 
have crushed rejoice. 
     

 
9Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my  
iniquity. 

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your  
Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,  
so that sinners will turn back to you. 
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you 
who are God my Savior, and my tongue will sing of 
your righteousness. 
15 Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your 
praise. 
16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 
    you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not de-
spise. 
18 May it please you to prosper Zion, 
    to build up the walls of Jerusalem. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4:6&version=NIV
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So let’s put this church in God’s hands, not ours.  It’s where it should be. 

(Exercise: Place all the things you dream of, hope for, are anxious about for Church of Our Father in your 

right hand and clench your fist. Using your left hand, pry each finger open, one at a time, until your hand 

is fully open. Now pray with me:  

“I release Church of Our Father to you, Lord, to do with it, and us, what You will.”) 

 
Jeremiah 29:11  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
  

Ephesians 3:20-21  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,  
according to His power that is at work within us,  to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
Pat referenced a song she’d like to share here:  
“When did I forget, that You’ve always been the  

King of the World”….(Click on the link to hear the song)…. 

 
 
Prayers from the BCP:   
12. For a Church Convention or Meeting 
 
Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and 
understanding, be present with those who take counsel 
[in ___________] for the renewal and mission of your Church. 
Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide 
us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to 
pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
14. For the Unity of the Church 
 
O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Savior, 
the Prince of Peace: Give us grace seriously to lay to heart the 
great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions; take away 
all hatred and prejudice, and whatever else may hinder us 
from godly union and concord; that, as there is but one Body 
and one Spirit, one hope of our calling, one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptism, one God and Father of us all, so we may be all 
of one heart and of one soul, united in one holy bond of truth 
and peace, of faith and charity, and may with one mind and 
one mouth glorify thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

At closing: a challenge for all of us:  

Take the latest copy of our Parish Directory, and pray for each person in it.  

You don’t have to do it all at once, do a page at a time, a letter at a time, or whatever works for you.  

Ask God to guide and provide for each one. And see what He will do! 

 

https://youtu.be/VQmysKhww_I
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