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Dear members and friends of our parish family:
As I near completion of my first month as your priest and reflect on the many joys and challenges of my
ministry with you, I find myself remembering what at the time, seemed a rather simple occurrence, in an
otherwise unremarkable day. It was late afternoon and I was preparing to gather my things and go home
when I noticed the head of a young boy pass by the window of my study. A few moments later, as I
continued packing books into my satchel, I again saw the same small brown head of hair slowly pass by
the window. My curiosity piqued, I went outside to see who this young visitor might be. In the parking
lot pulled up near the front door sat a car with out of state plates, its rear hatch open and a youngish
man standing attentively while the young boy meandered around the front church yard.
Seeing me, the man smiled. “Can I help you,” I asked.
“My son,” he said, gesturing to the boy who by now had paused on the path below the Resurrection window.
“He’s carsick from the bumpy road. We had to stop. I hope its okay,”
he said a bit nervously.
It was indeed okay, and after a brief chat and an invitation to come in for a glass of water, I left them and returned
to my study. By the time I was ready to leave for the day they had already gone, but their brief visit stayed with me. I
found myself thinking much about how that chance encounter is emblematic of our larger ministry in the community.
Luke’s Gospel tells the story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus immediately following Jesus’ Resurrection.
Completely unaware that the stranger who joins them on their journey is, in fact, the Risen Christ, they share the news
of Jesus’ death and Resurrection.
I recount this story because the Greek word Luke uses for what we translate as “stranger”—paroikeis—is used commonly
in the New Testament and from it we get our English word “parish.” While our experience of parish life may seem far
from the notion of “stranger,”
we can recognize the place of the Church in the larger society as a kind of collective of strangers who have found their
place in Christ. As a parish family in Hulls Cove, members come and go, sometimes seasonally, sometimes as part of a
larger transition, but even though separated, we remain united in Christ.
This experience of unity is further concentrated as we begin our partnership with the Episcopal parishes of MDI,
and we are invited to ponder and pray over just how that unity may serve to increase our witness to Christ in the larger
island community. Though we remain separate parishes with unique expressions of witness, we are united as those who
have found a place in Christ. As such, we have before us a unique opportunity to share our ministries in various ways.
At the core of that sharing is the theological truth that we are all united in Christ. For us, that truth radiates from our
participation in Christ’s love as expressed in the Eucharist.
As our partnership with St. Saviour’s and St. Andrew/St. John continues to develop I invite you to discern with me
where we are being called and how we might further use our gifts to seek and serve Christ in the stranger. While
sometimes that may mean something as simple as offering a glass of water and a place to rest, opportunities abound
and I look forward to discovering with you how Church of Our Father may continue to grow in seeking and serving God.
In the near future I will schedule a parish meeting to further discuss our participation in the Parish Partnership and
to hear your thoughts and concerns and hopes as we move forward in unity with other MDI Episcopalians. In the
meantime, I invite you to contact me if you would like to share your experience thus far in our ministry together.
Together, with clear and continual discernment, may we come to claim God’s gifts to us and live into God’s call to us.
Faithfully, John+

2

Parish Life…………………………………
“SOUNDINGS II”
Senior Warden Report September 2017
As we welcome Fr. John as our Priest in Charge, I would like to thank our
Investigative committee for working so diligently with members from the Diocese, our
vestry and the Parishes of St Andrew/St. John, to organize this Partnership on Mount
Desert Island.
Bishop Lane has signed the LOA and returned it to us allowing Fr. John to serve
as Priest in Charge at Church of Our Father. I am looking forward to an exciting time
ahead as we share pastoral knowledge and care with the other parishes on MDI. Let us
not wait until the last moment to consider where we will go after this year with Fr. John,
but start today working to reach out to each other and the community sharing out love
and commitment to the teachings of Jesus.
Our first of many sharing of Priests occurred on the 13th with Mother Kathleen
celebrating. She captured our attention with her spiritual passion and enthusiasm. I am
looking forward to the next year in our shared partnership with the other Episcopal
churches on MDI.
Thank you to Brad and Kate Berry for arranging the well-attended potluck and
support for the Lacys during their visit to visit to MDI and Church of Our Father.
Jean Evans will be leading us on a Wednesday night study relating into a better
understanding of the Bible.
We need to start our pledge drive now to be able to develop a realistic budget for
the next year. Prayers help, but we will need numbers to work with.
We have some items needing attention now, such as the chimney leaking over the
alter. We have received estimates indicating $5,000.00 will be needed to repair the
chimney flashing where it penetrates the roof shingles. We don’t know exactly what will
be needed for repairs in the attic or plaster wall. A temporary silicon patch has been
installed but will not last too long before more expensive damage starts to occur.
We have received some donations to the repairs but are a long way away from completing
all that is needed.
Respectfully Submitted
Mike Bullard
Wednesday Nights in September Study Opportunity
7-8:15 p.m. Adult Education with Jean Evans Scheduled for September,
at Church of Our Father
Each Wednesday in September from 7-8:15pm, Jean Evans will lead a study,
“Bible Basics,” which will focus on an overview of the Old and New Testament and
take a closer look at how Bible stories relate to our lives today.
All are welcome! Please join us!
Jean has a long history in Christian Education, most recently serving as
Director of Christian Education at Trinity United Methodist Church in Gainesville,
Florida.
Jean, her husband David, and their two sons have been coming to Mt. Desert Island
for forty years. Carrying on the family tradition, Drew, Matt and their families
return each year to enjoy the natural beauty of MDI.
The Evans’ have been part of the Church of Our Father congregation for the
past thirty summers.
For more than ten years, Jean has participated in a Bible study on MDI
that she is now leading.
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She loves meeting and studying with others who are interested
in learning
and growing in the faith we all share.

On Sunday,
Sept.10th
4- 7 pm,
The COOF family is
invited to
celebrate & share in
the house
blessing of
The Bradshaw's new
home at :
54 Thorsen Rd.
in Hancock

The Junior Warden’s Corner September 2017
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The Junior Warden is one of the officers of the Church and the Vestry, along with the
Senior Warden, the Treasurer and the Secretary. In addition to being one of the
Vestry members, the Junior Warden is also responsible for Buildings and Grounds.
To aid the Junior Warden, we have the Buildings and Grounds Committee, consisting of Brad
Berry, Ken Linscott and Joanne Sousa.
That group works at prioritizing the maintenance and repairs of the Church
Building and the Rectory. Most recently, volunteers helped Ken Linscott, our Sexton, during
his illness and recovery. We thank Our Lord for Ken’s return and the many
volunteers who helped.
We do have projects that we are scheduling:
1. Preparing the Rectory for future use, including maintaining the lawn and shrubs, repairing several
plumbing issues, and a general clean up.
2. The Church chimney, located between the Sacristy and the Sanctuary, is leaking, the flashing is worn
and the interior damage is evident at the left front wall of the Sanctuary. A quote of $4,500.00 has been
received from a reputable contractor to perform this work. When the outside work has been repaired,
additional work will be needed to restore the interior damage. Some donations have already been received.
3. Three dead pine trees located beside the lower driveway are in need of removal. A quote of $560.00 has
been received.
4. The planter at the upper driveway needs to be permanently landscaped and a plan has been
developed. Several anonymous donors have stepped forward to fund this project. The present annuals
and the watering hoses, etc. were also donated.
Your Vestry is addressing these issues and of course, the costs are a concern.
Our Senior Warden, Mike Bullard, addressed these item at both services on August 20th and asked for
donations to these projects.
We are also contemplating a Musical Fund Raiser, to be held this fall. In the meantime,
all suggestions, concerns and observations are always greatly appreciated.
Blessings,
Tony Sousa, Junior Warden
P.S.
Please pass the word along about the
Parish House being for rent.
You’ll find the information here...It would be great to
have a reliable couple/family/individual,
referred personally by one of our members!
Thank you so much!

____________________________
Fr. John’s Office Hours are:
Tuesday, 11am-2pm
Wednesday, 10 am—noon
Thursday, Noon-2 pm
Friday, Noon-2 pm
AND by Appointment
Call 207-669-2033 or
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Short Articles

A "BIG THANK YOU" to all who came to help clean the Rectory. Lots
of projects were accomplished. Worker Bees were Jane, Larry, Barbara C.,
Jen, Nancy, Mary, Brad, John R., Joanne and Tony. Fr. John stopped by for
support and to check out the Rectory. Many thanks, Tony Sousa, Jr. Warden

On Monday evening, August 21st, twenty five men gathered at Bob & Margie Sweet’s home in Ellsworth for their annual
barbeque. The weather was perfect, the food was great, and the camaraderie was excellent. Thank you Bob & Margie,
thanks to Brad Thompson, the chef, and to all who made this event possible.
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Our Vestry and spouses met at Larry Johnston’s camp on Beech Hill Pond, Saturday, August 26 th
for a Lobster Bake. Larry hosted the event and it was a wonderful time of good food and fellowship
ending with a lovely sunset. Father John Allison joined the cookout. Thank you Larry!
* Photos from Margie Sweet.

Thrift Shop Needs Clothing
Cleaning closets?
The E.C.W. is now
accepting good
clean clothing for the shop.







Linens,
Bedding
CDs
Books
Jewelry and ...glassware for the “Curiosity Corner”
are most welcome.
No electronics please.
We welcome helpers throughout the spring and summer.
Call Gail Leland at 288-3674 with questions.
Many thanks for your support of this
ministry at Church of Our Father.
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Lena has limited office hours - Best way to
reach her, when not in the
office, is via e-mail – ShalomCOOF@gmail.com
If she’s not gotten back with you, you may
text or call her at:
207-469-8872

September 2017

Sunday
Aug 27

12th Sunday of
Pentecost

Monday
28

Tuesday

29

13th Sunday of
Pentecost

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

30
8 am Holy

31

1

2

6
8 am

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

Eucharist &
Breakfast

8 & 10 am
Holy Eucharist
Rite II
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Wednesday

4

5

Holy Eucharist &
Breakfast

Holy Eucharist
Rite I
10 am Holy
Eucharist Rite II

Noon
Hospice
Volunteers
Meeting
“Bible Basics”
Study w/
Jean Evans
7-8:15 p.m.

10

14th Sunday of
Pentecost

11

12

Eucharist &
Breakfast

8 & 10 am
Holy Eucharist
Rite II
Supply Priest

“Bible Basics”
Study w/
Jean Evans
7-8:15 p.m.

Blessing of
Bradshaw home
4-7 p.m.
17

15h Sunday after
Pentecost

8 am & 10 am
Holy Eucharist
Rite II

18

E-mail Lena
October
Labors of Love
Positions

19

16th Sunday after
Pentecost

8 am & 10 am
Holy Eucharist
Rite II

20
8 am Holy

Eucharist &
Breakfast

Newsletter
info due in to
office for
October

“Bible Basics”
Study w/
Jean Evans
7-8:15 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
after 10 am
service

24

13
8 am Holy

25

26

27
8 am Holy

Eucharist &
Breakfast
“Bible Basics”
Study w/
Jean Evans
7-8:15 p.m.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
3 September ~ Pentecost 13~ Labor Day
For the congregations of St. Andrew’s,
Newcastle St. Mary & St. Jude, Northeast
Harbor For all the Deacons of the Diocese of
Maine
10 September ~ Pentecost 14
For the beginning of the program year. For
students, educators, school administrators and
staff, and those dedicated to the
ministry of Christian Education and
Formation as the school and program years
begin.
17 September ~ Pentecost 15
For justice and peace in the world. For the
people and clergy of our Companion Diocese
of Haiti. For our Jewish sisters and brothers
who begin the celebration of Rosh Hashanah
this week.
24 September ~ Pentecost 16
For the congregation of St. Martin’s,
Palmyra All Saints’, Skowhegan For Civil
Discourse during a time of election. For the
harvest, and the fruits of human work.

Birthdays
9/17 Barbara Fleming
9/27 Maurice Bullard
9/29 Barbara Linscott
9/30 Susan Snyder

ANNIVERSARIES
9/7 Tony & Joanne Sousa
9/9 Dick & Nancy Salisbury
9/26 Deihl & Susan Snyder

Intercessory Prayer for our Friends, Family, Military,
Prison Ministry, Diocese & Missionaries:
Stacey Austin, Kate Berry, Karen Brown, Barbara, Rose Calafiore,
Donna Cardillo, Cindy, Isabel Cordova, Margaret Delehanty, Kristi
Dunn, Ginny & Buddy Eaton, Roger Evans, Laurie Fineman, Carl Hatch,
Christina Heiniger, Helen, Kathi Higgins, Isabelle, George Kidder,
Marilyn Kitler, Cameron Knable, Bill Krenicki, Kim & Jean Lasater,
Diane Lefever, Katie Leighton, Lorraine Leland, Ken Linscott, Lisa, Gary
Lyons, Joseph Manghan, Andy Mays, David Mills, Peter Mills, Carly
Murphy, Fannie Oldford, Rhoda Olin, Sue Olson, Ronald Olson, Father
Bob Raymond, Sara, Jim Salisbury, Kay Sawyer, Claire Shaw, Mel Shaw,
Nicholas Shuck, Shawn Smoker, Tony Smoker, Carolyn Sovet, Terry
Stanley, Margie Sweet, Bob Theriault, Tom Tukey, Jon Turner, Sharon
Walker, Craig Wells, Darlene Wells, Lloyd Woods, Anne Zaslau, and the
ministry of Hospice and the Bar Harbor Food Pantry.
Our Military:
Pray for those who serve in the armed forces, especially the Navy
and for Captain Miles T. Hauritz deployed to the Middle East
Prison Ministry: Pray for peace in our prisons.
Chuck & Beth Bradshaw: We give thanks to God for - His love,
mercy, presence and guidance, and his provision of a new home and car,
our faithful sending church, Church of Our Father.
Please pray with us for-Continued financial provision for the
Bradshaw Music School in Mityana, Uganda. We subsidize the monthly
payroll for the music director, teachers and night watchman.
We welcome your partnership with us as God inspires you;
Recruitment of a full-time music director for the BMS; For Gloria and
Brenda, the Mityana girls being sponsored by the Church of Our
Father. Also, we ask the Lord’s blessing on the mission of Church of Our
Father under Father John’s leadership, praying for the grace and
wisdom to know God’s will and submit to it
The Lacys: Once more we are so thankful for your partnership with us
as we live and work among the Miao people. Your prayers and
support make it possible for us to be here. Please pray that God will give
us strength, wisdom, and good health, and for His anointing on us to
minister in His name.
Love in Christ, Dorothy and Paul
(It was a joy to have had the Lacey’s visit us in August)

Please remember with a Call, Card or Visit:
 Valeria Chiri—is now stateside…
 Beth Kidder 509 Norway Drive, Bar Harbor, ME 04069
 William Kitler 276 Knox Rd., Bar Harbor, ME 04609
 Kay Sawyer Courtland Nursing Home, 42 Bucksport Rd.
Ellsworth, ME 04605
 David & Sandra Lefever 445 North State Street Ephrata, PA 17522
dlefeverinmaine@gmail.com
 Aggie Sawyer c/o McConnell 606A Sawmill Creek Rd Sitka, AK 99935
 Edith Wells 310 Oak Breeze Lane Oakland, MD 21550

Church of Our Father
Holy Eucharist: Sunday 8 and 10 am
Wednesday 8 am
(followed by light breakfast)
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